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Navy Hornets Visit Estrella Warbirds Museum 
 
Paso Robles, CA - May 31, 2020. Two F/A-18E Super Hornets from NAS Lemoore landed at 
the Paso Robles Municipal Airport this morning to visit the Estrella Warbirds Museum. Lt. 
Cmdr. Matt Laio and Lt. Wesley Perkins, both of VFA-25, based at the Naval Air Station, piloted 
the Navy’s frontline fighters. While there, they displayed their jets, one at the Museum and one 
at the airport terminal, and answered questions from the public. The pilots also received a tour of 
the Museum before they returned to Lemoore.  
 
The Estrella Warbirds Museum collection of airplanes includes several Navy aircraft, including 
the F-14 Tomcat and F-4 Phantom. The F/A-18E is a single seat, twin engine, multirole fighter 
aircraft, capable of taking off from and landing on carriers. It is made by Boeing Aircraft 
Company, and is larger and more powerful than the earlier F/A-18C and D models made by 
McDonnell Douglas. The Super Hornet has a top speed of 1,190 miles per hour and a range of 
2,069 miles. It was designed for air superiority and will continue to be the backbone of the 
Navy’s carrier air wing for several decades. 
 
The trip to Paso Robles familiarized the pilots with local terrain and provided an orientation of 
the airport, in the event they might need to make an emergency landing. It also provided the 
public an opportunity, since most airshows have been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
to get a close look at one of America’s weapons to deter aggression by foreign nations. Perhaps 
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